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The Balkans in the early 1990s were a place of tremendous political, social, and
cultural upheaval--and terrible bloodshed. This autobiographical novel
emotionally and lucidly captures the tumult of that terrible time, narrating the
story of ayoung Bosnian writer converted into asoldier and sent into hell. The
book take an unflinching look at both sides of the conflict and their similarities
and differences and powerfully describes devastated cities and the countless
dead. It also, however, offers some respite: small moments of generosity, of
tenderness, and of kindness in the midst of the chaos. Readers will be profoundly
affected by this moving portrait of the pain, shame, and incomprehensibility of
war.
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The Balkansin the early 1990s were a place of tremendous political, social, and cultural upheaval--and
terrible bloodshed. This autobiographical novel emotionally and lucidly captures the tumult of that terrible
time, narrating the story of ayoung Bosnian writer converted into a soldier and sent into hell. The book take
an unflinching look at both sides of the conflict and their similarities and differences and powerfully
describes devastated cities and the countless dead. It also, however, offers some respite; small moments of
generosity, of tenderness, and of kindnessin the midst of the chaos. Readers will be profoundly affected by
this moving portrait of the pain, shame, and incomprehensibility of war.
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About the Author
Véibor Calic isawriter and freedlance music journalist. He was a soldier in the Bosnian army during the

Bosnian War of the early 1990s and was imprisoned for desertion. He was abl e to escape and make his way

to France, where he has since lived.
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